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C A L I F O R N I A  G I F T E D  &  T A L E N T E D  E D U C A T I O N

State Alignment Summary
Local Control • Multiple Measures • Equity

An overview of how California's GATE framework operates under the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), with
identification, services, and program design determined at the district level, and how Renzulli Learning aligns.

O V E R V I E W

California (CDE Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)) operates under the Local Control Funding Formula
(LCFF) — decisions about gifted identification practices, services, and program design are made at the local
district level. With one of the nation's most diverse student populations, California emphasizes equity, multiple
measures, and local control in serving advanced learners. Districts incorporate GATE priorities into their Local
Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs).

CALIFORNIA'S G/T FRAMEWORK IN CONTEXT

California's framework is locally-driven rather than state-mandated, but the CDE provides statewide guidance and
resources. LCFF replaced the previous categorical GATE funding stream — districts now integrate gifted services into
their LCAP goals and comprehensive district plans. This creates maximum flexibility across California's ~1,000 districts
but also places responsibility on each district for program design and accountability.

W H E R E  C A  S T A N D S

• CDE GATE — statewide guidance (local control model)

• LCFF — gifted services funded via district base grants

• LCAP integration — local accountability plans

• Multiple measures & local criteria emphasized

• Equity priority across diverse communities

• Differentiated, challenging learning expected

• Local program evaluation & review

• No central state identification mandate

R E N Z U L L I  L E A R N I N G  F I T

• Profiler + Learning Styles Inventory for holistic
profiles

• CTC — creativity for multi-measure local identification

• EFA + Leadership Assessment — additional evidence

• Enrichment Database — 40,000+ above-level
activities

• SEM-based PBL — 21st-century skills development

• PSP — LCAP goal documentation

• Scales across urban, suburban, rural, mountain districts
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ALIGNMENT TO CALIFORNIA'S G/T REQUIREMENTS

How Renzulli Learning's instruments and content directly support each of California's expectations for advanced
learners:

CALIFORNIA REQUIREMENT HOW RENZULLI LEARNING ALIGNS

Use Multiple Measures & Local
Criteria to Recognize Advanced
Potential

Profiler + CTC + EFA + Leadership Assessment provide additional measures
that complement district ability and achievement testing — supporting the
multi-measure local identification California emphasizes.

Provide Differentiated, Challenging
Learning Experiences

Enrichment Database (40,000+ interest-matched activities) and SEM-based
PBL deliver personalized enrichment through Schoolwide Enrichment Model
projects and thousands of curated resources.

Ensure Equitable Access to
Services Statewide

Web-based platform ensures inclusive access for diverse learners across
California's urban, suburban, rural, and mountain schools; CTC reduces SES
and language bias; Profiler reduces nomination bias.

Foster Creativity, Leadership, and
Problem-Solving

Built-in tools encourage authentic investigations, creative problem-solving,
Leadership Assessment-informed development, and executive function growth
through EFA-guided enrichment.

Support Local Accountability &
Program Review (LCAP Alignment)

PSP progress monitoring, reporting, and evidence capture align to district plans
and LCAP priorities — generating the documentation local accountability
requires under LCFF.

Scale Across Large Diverse
Districts (LA to Rural Communities)

One platform works across LAUSD, San Diego Unified, small rural districts, and
everything in between — enabling consistent gifted service delivery despite
California's enormous district-size range.

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y

For California districts, Renzulli Learning is the unified platform that operationalizes CDE's locally-driven GATE
framework under LCFF. The Profiler, CTC, EFA, and Leadership Assessment provide multi-measure identification
evidence that complements district testing with built-in equity safeguards; the Enrichment Database and PBL deliver
differentiated programming and 21st-century skill development; and the PSP generates the documentation that
supports LCAP integration and local program review.

WANT THE FULL DETAILS?
This is a 2-page summary. Visit the complete California G/T alignment page for the full statutory analysis,

identification framework, and FAQs.

renzullilearning.com/en/G-T-Alignment-by-State/California

REFERENCES AND SOURCES REVIEWED

•  CDE — Gifted & Talented Education (GATE) statewide guidance hub
•  CDE — GATE Funding FAQ (LCFF context & program compliance)
•  Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) — gifted services via district base grants
•  Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) — district integration

https://renzullilearning.com/en/G-T-Alignment-by-State/California

